Axial pattern flaps in small animal practice.
Axial pattern flaps are pedicle grafts that incorporate a direct cutaneous artery and vein in their base. Axial pattern flaps have better circulation compared with pedicle grafts, whose circulation is derived from the subdermal plexus alone (subdermal plexus flaps). As a result, axial pattern flaps of considerable dimension have the potential for single-stage development and transfer to cover large cutaneous defects. Development and clinical application of the following axial pattern flaps is discussed in this article: the omocervical axial pattern flap, thoracodorsal axial pattern flap, brachial axial pattern flap, caudal superficial epigastric axial pattern. flap, deep circumflex iliac axial pattern flap (dorsal and ventral branches), and genicular axial pattern flap.